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(Mr. BIDEN), the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. DODD), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. NICKLES), the Senator
from Rhode Island (Mr. REED), the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr.
DASCHLE), and the Senator from Texas
(Mrs. HUTCHISON) were added as cospon-
sors of Senate Concurrent Resolution 5,
a concurrent resolution expressing con-
gressional opposition to the unilateral
declaration of a Palestinian state and
urging the President to assert clearly
United States opposition to such a uni-
lateral declaration of statehood.

SENATE RESOLUTION 45

At the request of Mr. THURMOND, his
name was added as a cosponsor of Sen-
ate Resolution 45, a resolution express-
ing the sense of the Senate regarding
the human rights situation in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

At the request of Mr. HUTCHINSON,
the names of the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. BUNNING), the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SPECTER), the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mr. HAGEL), the
Senator from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), and
the Senator from Wyoming (Mr. ENZI)
were added as cosponsors of Senate
Resolution 45, supra.
f

SENATE RESOLUTION 50—DES-
IGNATING GREEK INDEPEND-
ENCE DAY: A NATIONAL DAY OF
CELEBRATION OF GREEK AND
AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr.
BIDEN, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
COCHRAN, Mr. BREAUX, Mr. DODD, Mr.
DEWINE, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr.
EDWARDS, Mr. FITZGERALD, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HOLLINGS,
Mr. GREGG, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. HAGEL, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. KERREY, Mr.
MURKOWSKI, Mr. KERRY, Mr. ROTH, Mr.
KOHL, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mr. SHELBY, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. SMITH of
New Hampshire, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr.
SMITH of Oregon, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. MOYNIHAN, Mr. STEVENS,
Mr. WARNER, Mr. ROBB, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. ROCKFELLER, Mr.
HATCH, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SCHUMER,
and Mr. TORRICELLI) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution, which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 50
Whereas the ancient Greeks developed the

concept of democracy, in which the supreme
power to govern was invested in the people;

Whereas the Founding Fathers of the
United States of America drew heavily upon
the political experience and philosophy of
ancient Greece in forming our representative
democracy;

Whereas the founders of the modern Greek
state modeled their government after that of
the United States in an effort to best imitate
their ancient democracy;

Whereas Greece is one of the only 3 nations
in the world, beyond the former British Em-
pire, that has been allied with the United
States in every major international conflict
this century;

Whereas the heroism displayed in the his-
toric World War II Battle of Crete epito-
mized Greece’s sacrifice for freedom and de-
mocracy as it presented the Axis land war
with its first major setback and set off a

chain of events which significantly affected
the outcome of World War II;

Whereas these and other ideals have forged
a close bond between our 2 nations and their
peoples;

Whereas March 25, 1999, marks the 178th
anniversary of the beginning of the revolu-
tion which freed the Greek people from the
Ottoman Empire; and

Whereas it is proper and desirable to cele-
brate with the Greek people and to reaffirm
the democratic principles from which our 2
great nations were born: Now, therefore be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) designates March 25, 1999, as ‘‘Greek

Independence Day: A National Day of Cele-
bration of Greek and American Democracy’’;
and

(2) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation calling upon the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I am
pleased to submit today a resolution
along with 49 of my colleagues to des-
ignate March 25, 1999, as ‘‘Greek Inde-
pendence Day: A Celebration of Greek
and American Democrary.’’

One hundred and seventy-eight years
ago, the Greek people bagan a revolu-
tion that would free them from the
Ottoman Empire and return Greece to
its democratic heritage. It was, of
course, the ancient Greeks who devel-
oped the concept of democracy in
which the supreme power to govern
was vested in the people. Our founding
Fathers drew heavily upon the political
and philosophical experience of ancient
Greece in forming our representative
democracy. Thomas Jefferson pro-
claimed that, ‘‘to the ancient Greeks
we are all indebted for the light which
led ourselves out of Gothic darkness.’’
It is fitting, then, that we should rec-
ognize the anniversary of the beginning
of their efforts to return to that demo-
cratic tradition.

The democratic form of government
is only one of the most obvious of the
many benefits we have gained from the
Greek people. The ancient Greeks con-
tributed a great deal to the modern
world, particularly to the United
States of America, in the areas of art,
philosphy, science, and law. Today,
Greek-Americans continue to enrich
our culture and make valuable con-
tributions to American society, busi-
ness, and government. It is my hope
that strong support for this resolution
in the Senate will serve as a clear
goodwill gesture to the people of
Greece with whom we have enjoyed
such a close bond throughout history.
Similar resolutions have been signed
into law each of the past several years,
with overwhelming support in both the
House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate. Accordingly, I urge my Senate col-
leagues to join me in supporting this
important resolution.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to cosponsor the Senate resolu-
tion designating March 25, 1999 as
‘‘Greek Independence Day.’’ March 25
marks the 178th anniversary of the be-
ginning of the revolution which freed
the Greek people from the Ottoman
Empire.

America is composed of a wide vari-
ety of cultures, joined together by
their belief in fundamental principles
of human dignity. Through their arts,
literature, culture, food and dance,
Greek-Americans have contributed to
the diversity and strength of the
United States. Immigration from
Greece first started in 1767 and then
began in earnest in the late 19th cen-
tury, when 1,309 immigrants arrived at
Ellis Island between 1890 and 1900. A
steady stream continued during the en-
suing decades, especially during the
Greek Civil War from 1944 to 1949. I am
proud to represent the state of Michi-
gan which boasts a large Greek-Amer-
ican community.

Greece, the birthplace of philosophy
and of democracy, has given the world
Plato and Aristotle, Homer and Sopho-
cles. Greeks have brought their rich
tradition to America, making our na-
tion stronger. I join the Greek-Amer-
ican community in Michigan and
throughout our nation in celebrating
this anniversary of the modern revolu-
tion which brought freedom to the
Greek people.

I take great pleasure in cosponsoring
a resolution designating March 25, 1999
as ‘‘Greek Independence Day: A Na-
tional Day of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy.’’

f

SENATE RESOLUTION 51—PROVID-
ING FOR MEMBERS ON THE
PART OF THE SENATE OF THE
JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING
AND THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON
THE LIBRARY

Mr. MCCONNELL, from the Commit-
tee on Rules and Administration, re-
ported the following original resolu-
tion:

S. RES. 51

Resolved, That the following-named Mem-
bers be, and they are hereby, elected mem-
bers of the following joint committees of
Congress:

Joint Committee on Printing: Mitch
McConnell, Thad Cochran, Don Nickles,
Dianne Feinstein, and Daniel K. Inouye.

Joint Committee on the Library: Ted Ste-
vens, Mitch McConnell, Thad Cochran, Chris-
topher J. Dodd, and Daniel Patrick Moy-
nihan.

f

SENATE RESOLUTION 52—TO AU-
THORIZE THE PRINTING OF A
COLLECTION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEES OF THE SEN-
ATE

Mr. MCCONNELL, from the Commit-
tee on Rules and Administration, re-
ported the following original resolu-
tion:

S. RES. 52

Resolved, That a collection of the rules of
the committees of the Senate, together with
related materials, be printed as a Senate
document, and that there be printed 600 addi-
tional copies of such document for the use of
the Committee on Rules and Administration.
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